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[57] ABSTRACT 
A rack of unitary construction on which can be dried all. 
of the various components of a baby bottle assembly. In 
the preferred embodiment disclosed, a number of gener- 
ally vertical rods are provided. A threaded cap can be 
looped over any one of these rods. The rods also func- 
tion as prongs over which can be placed inverted bot- 
tles and bottle nipples. The preferred embodiment fur- 
ther provides a number of horizontal rods mounted to a 
series of the generally vertical rods. These horizontal 
rods define a slit for acceptance of plug discs. 

5 Claims, 3 Drawing Figures 
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rods being- paired by interposing an roterconnecting 
BABY BOTTLE RACK means which joins each of the rods to its mate. In the 

preferred embodiment the interconnecting means also 
THE BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION takes the form of rod, and this rod attaches to the gener- 
TTie present invention relates to racks upon which 5 ally vertical r^proxiniate their bottom ^A^cs 
can be Sdifferent components of an integral assem- of generaUy^hapejJ members axe ^^°f ra ^; n 
bly. More specifically, it relates to racks upon which I* the cm^^scM the generally horuon- 
can be dried the various components of a baby bottle tal elongated members may also take the form of rods. 
^ inbly ^ These rods which define a slot m which plug discs can 

A number of prior devices have been developed upon 10 be placed also serve to rigidly connect the U-shaped 
which can be placed various implements for drying. members and thereby provide a fixed spatial relauon- 
These devices tall basically into two categories: (1) ship between all the elements of the rack. Additional 
those which may be used regardless of the nature of the members may be provided to increase structural lnteg- 
itcms to be dried and the relationship of those items to rity. 

each other, and (2) those which were designed for use in 15 The present invention thus is a rack for effecting 
drying components of a specific assembly. No prior more efficient drying of all the components of a baby 
device within either category has proved satisfactory bottle assembly and for maintaining the various compo- 
for drying the various components of a baby bottle nents in one location during drying. These and other 
assembly. advantages of the invention will become apparent with 

Because of the relatively small size of some of the 20 reference to the accompanying drawings, detailed de- 
baby bottle components, they can easily become sepa- scription of the preferred embodiment, and claims. 

2? I££ JnSS^S BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

cooperation of the various components of a baby bottle piQ. j & a perspective view of the baby bottle assem- 
assembly, it is preferable that, while being dried after « b}y component drying rack- 
washing, they be kept in one location. No device upon pj^ 2ts a sectional view as seen from the line 2—2 
which bottle components can be dried adequately satis- of FIG. 1; and 

fies the requirements imposed by these two consider- pjQ 3^3 fragmentary sectional view as seen from 

ations. Some devices would offer one location where ^ ^ ^ pjQ j 
the components can be placed, but they fail to consider 30 

that some of the baby bottle components are small and .. DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 

can readily be lost Other structures-rthose within the EMBODIMENT 

second category—provide a method for accepting pe- Referring to the figures, wherein like reference nu- 

culiarly designed small parts of an assembly, but the ^ denote Hke elements, FIG. 1 shows a rack 1 of 

d«ign of such structures - incompatible with the spe- 35 m wl £h are dried various compo- 

cinc shapes of Aevanous baby bottle componen^No *^ fa Wbottle Such components, 

structure which adepts the plug and all other compo- arm 11* by an u,ter<^ecangmeam or horizon^ toe 
nents of the bottle assembly, maintaining them at some 43 » «° form a gene^y U-«h^ rod 15. U-shaped rods 
height from the counter on which the device is placed » «f be matured ^^^X^J 
during the drying process. length shorter than that of the corresponding second 

yura«i»gij^)< arm lib. By so manufacturing, waste of materials a 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION ' minimis Rack l can have any number of U-shaped 

The present invention is a rack upon which can be. SO totaU4qtaito^tovmte*bc&imaa*m 

dried all of the various components of a baby bottle desired to be ^accommodated. 

assembly. It provides a plurality of generally vertical First arm 1U has .length anowmgaccoau^aaon 
elonntedmembers. Threaded caps can be looped over of a conventionally sued nipple 3 of a baby bottle; at the 
the»Twn|^a*iiiir^ same time, that length insures that the nipple 3, when 



placed «fe them for draining and complete drying. 55 placed over the araf lU is elevated from a horizontal 

The rack further includes at least two generally hori- surface 21 on which the rack 1 is placed. Second arm 

zontal elongated members. Two of such members de- 11A is manufactured w^ 

fine a slot in which plug discs can be placed and held . modate even the longest of baby bottles 3, 3 available 

elevated from a horizontal counter oh which the rack is on the market As shown in FIG. 2, second arm 11A, m 

placed. The invention of the present application further 60 the preferred embodiment, is canted slightly toward 

provides a meapfl for ecrnnfeting and ^ntaintTig » fixed first arm 11a at an angle, shown at 23, so that when an 

spatial relationship between the generally vertical mem- inverted bottle 3, 3* is placed over it with some point on 

bers and the generally horizontal members. This means the circumference of the base of the bottle 25 resting on 

integrates the various other elements into a unitary the uppeFend 27 of the arm lib, no point on either the 

structure and provides that structure with a measure of 65 inner wall 29, 29* of the bottles 3, 3' or the mouth 31, 31 

rigidity. of the bottle 3, 3' should come in contact with the arm. 

In a preferred embodiment disclosed, the generally Complete drying of all surfaces of the bottle is thereby 

vertical elongated members take the form of rods, said facilitated. 
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A pair of parallel and generally horizontal elongated 
members 33, shown in FIG. 1 as parallel rods, connect 
the generally U-shaped rods 15, such connection being 
accomplished by affixing the generally horizontal paral- 
lel rods to the first arm 11a of each U-shaped rod 15 
near the bottom end 35 thereof. In the preferred em- 
bodiment, this connection is accomplished by welding 
horizontal rods 33 to first arm 11a of each U-shaped rod 
15. By so doing, the rack is given form and a degree of 
structural integrity. 

The invention is, by no means, intended to be limited 
to a structure wherein these generally horizontal paral- 
lel rods are linear. The invention contemplates embodi- 
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will permit mounting of the rack to a wall in the vicinity 
of a sink area or any other vertical surface. 

Although the rack 1 need not be manufactured of 
metal, and other materials are contemplated by the 
invention, metal is frequently used. When a non-metal- 
lic material is used, however, methods other than weld- 
ing will be required to interconnect the various parts in 
assembling the structure , of the preferred embodiment. 
When a metallic material is used, it should be coated 
with either a rubber or plastic substance 59 to prevent 
oxidation of the rods as a result of wet baby bottle com- 
ponents coming in contact with them. 

As can be seen, after components are washed, 
threaded cap 9 should be placed on the rack 1 before 



ments wherein these rods may be bent to take the form jj either the nipple 5 or the bottle 3, 3\ since the inner 
of generally circular structures defining planes parallel diameter of the cap 9 b not large enough to fit over 
to one another. Nor are the embodiments contemplated either of the other two components. After the cap 9 is 
limited to these two specific examples. The shape which placed on the rack 1, the other components may be 
the rods may take is virtually unlimited. placed in their drying positions. The drying positions 

One rod of the pair is affixed to an inner side 39 of 20 provided further facilitate reassembly of the bottle and 
first arm 11a, and the other horizontal rod is affixed to components. The bottle 3, 3' may be removed from the 
the outer side 41 of first arm 11a This placement pro- rack 1 without obstacle for use. Access to the' nipple 5 
vides horizontal spacing, as shown at 43, of the pair, is, similarly unimpeded. Once both the bottle 3, 3* and 
Further, the rods are vertically spaced, as shown at 45, nipple 5 are removed, there is free access to, the 
so that a plane 47 defined by their elongation axes forms & threaded cap 9 also.^ . , ( 

an angle 49 with respect to the horizontal A slot 51 is » will be observe* that, when assembl^mponents 
dcfmed by this phoning of horizontal rods 33, and it ™ P 1 ^ on * e «* to ^ are position^ s£that 
£E»ea* SS : fcerrin of plug discs 7. The all orifices and carries are onented ; downward. Water 
, « . rr™ 1 _*~ v* » . will not, therefore, remain on. or in the .components, 

rod* 33 are poaaoned on first ann 11a at a height above x ^^ mm ^ pi ^^^ ib ^^^ 

What is claimed is: 
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surface 21, as shown at 53, so as to prevent plug discs 7 
placed therebetween from coming in contact with hori- 
zontal surface 21. 

Threaded caps 9 of the baby bottle assemblies can be 
looped over first arm llo, and when so placed, the pair 
of parallel horizontal rods 33 further functions to pre- 
vent caps 9 from coming in contact with either bases 13 
of U-shaped rods 15 or the horizontal surface 21 on 
which the rack 1 is placed. 

A third horizontal rod 55 may be mounted connect- 
ing second arm lib of each U-shaped rod 15, and at a 
height, as shown at 57, above the surface 21 on which 
the rack 1 is placed. Horizontal rod 55 serves to add an 
increased degree of structural integrity to the rack 1. . 
Additionally, it also functions as a stop to prevent 45 
threaded caps 9 looped over second arms lib from 
slipping all the way down and coming in contact with 
either bases 13 of U-shaped rods 15 or the horizontal 
surface 21. In the preferred embodiment, this rod 55 is 
also affixed by means of welding. 

It should be made clear that welding is not the only 
method by which- the rack 1 can be given structural 
integrity. Eyes caa be affixed to the vertical arms at the 
point designated 1 ^* attachment of the parallel horizon- 
tal rods. These eyes can be made so as to have a diame- 
ter the same it wef the horizontal rods to be used. 
The horizontal rods 33, 55 can then be threaded 
through these eyes in order to provide shape and struc- 
tural integrity. As can easily be seen, such an embodi- 
ment would permit easy assembly and d i s a sse mb ly of 
the . rack unit .1. 

Additionally, 4t should be made clear that, although 
the embodiment illustrated in the figures shows a rack 
base formed by the bases 13 of each of the U-shaped 
rods 15, it need not be limited to use on a horizontal 
surface such as a counter. Minor, structural additions 



1. A rack upon which are dried various components 
of a baby bottle assembly including a bottle, a nipple* a 
plug disc having a grasping tab with a dimension trans- 
verse to a main body portion of the disc, and a threaded 
cap, comprising: . • • .:* 

a plurality of generally U-shaped rods, each of which 
rods includes a first generally verticd arm.haying a 
top and bottom end and a second generally vertical 
arm having a top and bottom end, oyer which arms 
can be looped threaded caps and upon which can 
be placed nipples and inverted bottles,: and a hori- 
zontal base interconnecting said arms near the bot- 
tom ends thereof; and 
means for holding plug discs, said means including a 
pair of parallel and generally horizontal .rods, the 
first of said generally horizontal rods affixed on the 
interior side of the first arm of each of said U- 
shaped rods near the base thereof, and the second 
of said generally horizontal rods affixed on .the . 
exterior side of the first .arm of each of said U- 
shaped rods and spaced from said first of said gen- 
erally horizontal rods a distance less than the trans- 
verse dimension of a plug disc grasping, tab so as, to 
define a slot in which plug discs can be received. 

2. The rack of claim 1 wherein first generally vertical 
arms are shorter , in length than second generally verti- 
cal arms. . . 

3. The rack of claim 2 wherein said generally U- 
60 shaped rods are uniformly spaced along said horizontal 

rods. 

4. The rack of claim 3 wherein said generally U- 
shaped rods lie in substantially parallel vertical planes. 

5. The rack of claim 1 wherein second generally 
65 horizontal rod is vertically spaced downward from first 

generally horizontal rod. 
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